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Act 3, Scene 3

1. Setting
The scene takes place on a street in Rome shortly after Mark Antony’s 
speech in Act 3, Scene 2.
The city is in uproar, with citizens enraged after Antony’s emotional funeral 
oration for Caesar.

2. Introduction to Cinna the Poet
Cinna the Poet enters, walking toward the place where Caesar’s funeral 
took place.
He reflects aloud about a bad dream, which foreshadows danger and 
instability in Rome.
His dialogue shows that he is unsettled by the recent events but unaware of 
the magnitude of public anger.

3. Encounter with the Mob
Cinna is suddenly confronted by a mob of angry citizens.
The crowd aggressively questions him:

They ask his name.
They ask where he lives.
They inquire if he is married or what business he has in Rome.

The tone of the mob is hostile and irrational — they are not interested in 
logic or truth.

4. Case of Mistaken Identity
When Cinna says his name is “Cinna,” the mob mistakes him for Cinna the 
conspirator — one of the men who participated in Caesar’s murder.
Despite his protest that he is “Cinna the Poet,” the mob refuses to listen or 
believe him.
Most importantly, the mob refuses to distinguish between the poet and the 
conspirator.

5. Demand for Punishment
The mob decides Cinna must be punished.
One citizen suggests tearing him apart for his “bad verses,” implying that 
even if he were just a poet, they are willing to kill him for insignificant 
reasons.
This shows that the mob’s anger is no longer controlled by logic or justice.
They demonstrate that hostility and chaos have overtaken reason.

6. Mob Heads Toward Destruction
After condemning Cinna the Poet, the mob moves off to destroy the 
houses of the conspirators.
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Their actions show a breakdown of law and order in Rome.
The scene ends with the mob’s intent to commit further acts of violence.

Significance of Act 3, Scene 3
This scene illustrates how emotions can replace reason in a society in 
turmoil.
It highlights the danger of mob mentality, where people act without 
considering truth or justice.
Cinna the Poet’s mistreatment underscores that chaos now affects even the 
innocent.
The scene bridges the political fallout from Antony’s speech and the 
outbreak of civil unrest and violence in Rome.

Important Questions from Act 3, Scene 3

1.Explain how Act 3, Scene 3 shows the effects of mob mentality 
in Julius Caesar.

The mob acts without reason and is driven purely by anger after Antony’s 
speech.
They question Cinna aggressively, not to find the truth, but to look for 
someone to blame.
When Cinna says his name, they immediately assume he is the conspirator 
without verifying facts.
Even after he explains he is “Cinna the Poet,” they refuse to listen, showing 
that emotion has replaced logic.
One citizen suggests tearing him apart for his “bad verses,” proving their 
violence is irrational and senseless.
The crowd plans to burn the conspirators’ houses, showing complete 
breakdown of law and order.
The scene highlights how easily public opinion can be manipulated and how 
dangerous uncontrolled collective anger can become.

2. Why is Cinna the Poet mistaken for Cinna the conspirator, and 
what does this mistake symbolize?

3. Why does the mob refuse to believe Cinna the Poet even when 
he insists he is innocent?

4. Discuss the significance of Cinna the Poet’s death in the 
context of the play.

Cinna the Poet’s death shows the extreme consequences of mob mentality. 
The crowd acts without reason and kills an innocent man simply because 
he shares a name with a conspirator.
His death highlights the complete breakdown of law and order in Rome 
after Caesar’s assassination. Justice is replaced by chaos and blind 
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revenge.
The incident demonstrates the powerful impact of Antony’s speech. His 
emotional manipulation has turned the citizens into a violent mob.
It emphasizes the theme that political violence harms not only the guilty but 
also the innocent. The chaos spreads beyond the conspirators.
The scene acts as a bridge between Caesar’s assassination and the civil 
war that follows, showing that Rome is no longer stable.
Symbolically, Cinna’s death proves that the conspirators’ claim of restoring 
freedom has failed. Instead of liberty, their actions have produced disorder 
and bloodshed.

5. How does this scene show the consequences of Antony’s 
funeral speech?


